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'.'^'ash-ln^ton 

. ^ •""'•• A:," PIECE RATES ISSUSD FOR PUERTO RICO .. ' . 

P i ece r a t e s for iiand. needlev/orl-c i n Puer to Rico v/ere se t today by Colonel 

P h i l i p B. Fleming, Adminis t ra tor of the Uage and Hour Div i s ion , v/ho termed them, 

an imaport.ant s tep i n tiie D i v i s i o n ' s e f f o r t s to solve problems r a i s e d by enforce

ment of tlie Fa i r Labor Standards Act on the I s l a n d . The r a t e s v/ i l l go i n t o 

e f f ec t December 2, 

The reigulat ions s e t t i n g tlie p i ece work r a t e s c a l l fo r the r e g i s t r a t i o n of 

a.ll embroidery and otiier designs and ope ra t ions wi th the Wage and Hour, o f f i c e . El 

Banco Popular Bu i ld ing , Sa,n Juan, Pr.erto Rico. P i e c e r a t e s bared on N.R,A. r a t e s 

a.nd on s tud ios made by. tiic Wage and Hour D i v i s i o n a re l i s t e d for more tiifin 300 

liand-sev/ing o p e r a t i o n s , 

"Tiiese p iece r a t e s , " sr,id Colonel Fleming, "should cnaAole tlie resumption of 

liand nccdleworic i n Puer to P.ico, among; tiic cstim.a-ted. 60,000 needlev/orkers on tlic 

I s l a n d , i n compliance vatii tiie la,w. The T a r i f f Commission has i n s t i t u t e d .an 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n of compet i t ion i n tiie American aa,rlcets of hand noedlev/ork g)roducts, 

I .am iiogioful tiir.t t h i s i nvcs t ig r . t i on v d l l r e s u l t in .a rccomiicnd.a.tion to Congress 

and passaa-e of rmenc'ments to our Tar i f f cclicdules which w i l l p r o t e c t t l i i s 

i ndus t ry in Puer to Rico a,a"-.ins t O r i e n t a l co-:.rpctition. These r a t e s w i l l nic.an 

more .money to tiie Isla,nd i f only li.alf tiio former vcl-i..-anc of v/orlc i s sent t i i e re , 

"We r e c e n t l y stopped .all v i o l a t i o n s of tlic 30 cents->?.n-hour minimum v/a,ge.by 

ha.ving tlic United St.atcs D i s t r i c t Court on tlie Isl.and. enjoin, every cont r .ac tor . 

At the s.-̂ me t ime, a com.mittec under tlic chr.irmanship of Msgr. F r anc i s J . Haas 

of Cat l ic l ic U n i v e r s i t y , funct ioning und.cr tiic r e c e n t l y g)asscd Puor to Rican 

"mcndment to the P.air L.abor St.andards Act, v/r.s invcs t igo . t ing economic p,nd 
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mpeti t ive conditions j.n t h i s indu.atry on the Is land. The invest igat ion v/as 

made for the purpose of recorai"aending miniimim v̂ -age r a t e s of l e s s than 30 cents 

an hour i f need be v/hach •..'•ould not cause unemplo;̂ Trient and would not cause unfair 

competition vdth similar v/ork done in the United S t a t e s . On Nove.mber 16 I issued 

a '//age order put t ing these recommendations into effect December 2, • ' 

"The piece v/orlc r a t e s issued todaj'- are consistent vdth t h i s v/age order. 

They are i n i t i a l piece v/ork r a t e s and may be revised i f experience so d i c t a t e s . " 

The wage order ca l l s for payment of at l ea s t the follo-vdng r a t e s : 

12-1/2 conts an hour for vrark in the home on handkerchiefs, household ' ' ' 
a r t i c l e s , cotton undorv/ear, in fan ts ' v/ear, needlepoint and hand-.hooked loigs, 

15 conts an hour for v/ork in the homo on sillc undorv/ear, 

20 cents an iiour for -/jork in the home and the factory on ch i ld ren ' s , l a d i e s ' , 
men's and boys' apparel. 

,20 cents .an hour for v.'ork in fac to r i es on handkerchiefs; household a r t i c l e s ; 
cotton underv/ear; infants ' i/ear; noodlapoint; and hand-hooked rugs. 

22-1/2 cents an hour for viork in the fac tor ies on s i lk unden-.-ear. 

The piece v.ork r a t e s issued today are computed to jdeld a t l eas t the above 

hourly r a t e s . 

In addition to the r eg i s t r a t i on of designs, the regulat ions require cer ta in 

record-keeping on the pa r t of the contractor in Puerto Rico v/ho receives material 

from the mainL^nd and sands i t out to hom»Gs of nee die v/orkers through agents. Con

t r ac to r s are required, for purposes of iden t i f i ca t ion , to f ix numbered t i c k e t s to 

the bundles of material given to agents , 
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